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In Toni Morrison’s classic story The Bluest Eye, a young ugly black girl named Pecola Breedlove faces many hardships in her daily life. She lives in a community where she’s looked down upon and is considered the lowest of the low. Everything that happens ends up working against her and she constantly longs for beauty in a world where she’s seen as the ugliest stain to taint it. However, she finds throughout the novel that she cannot attain physical beauty until it drives her mad. Until the very end, nearly every character in the story places way too much emphasis on the importance of personal appearance, despite the fact that the appearance and beauty(or lack thereof) of a person rarely captures the true nature of that person.

First of all, there was Maureen Peal. She came into Pecola’s school. She was rich for a black girl and everyone liked her. When the boys were around Pecola, they’d make fun of her and torment her. When Frieda and Claudia rushed to her defense, they were prepared to fight. However, when Maureen showed up, they simply walked away because they didn’t want to beat up the three girls in front of her. Despite the fact that Pecola was more innocent and less mean than Maureen, Maureen was still more respected because of her personal appearance. An example of this emphasis on the importance of personal appearance is when Maureen got into an argument with Frieda, Pecola, and Claudia. Maureen retaliated against them by yelling, “I am cute! And you ugly! Black and ugly black e mos! I am cute!” (71) This shows the importance that Maureen has for appearance by demonstrating her use of it in an argument to show that she’s better than them.

Secondly, Soaphead Church was a very unique example of how much emphasis people would place on beauty. Soaphead hated mostly all people because he thought they were all dirty and impure. This left him with the desire for young girls, because in his eyes, they were the only thing clean and pure, and therefore, beautiful. He himself was a light skinned Indian who was very proud of his heritage. Despite his appearance, his desire for young girls for their ‘purity’ shows his warped mentality. When Pecola comes to him, she asks him about her eyes saying, “I want them blue” (174). The fact that Pecola’s desperate enough to ask for that shows her own mentality is a bit distorted, but the fact that he has such an enthusiastic desire to help her and such an understanding for what she wants shows how truly twisted his own mind really is despite his fine appearance. Another way his warped mind is shown is when he makes Pecola kill the dog that he hated for its dirtiness and its stench. This shows how Soaphead Church is a character who truly signifies that what’s on the outside of a person really isn’t what’s on the inside.

Another example of this is Junior. Junior is a rich, light-skinned boy from a family who’s generally respected among the community. No matter how much more light skinned and respected he is, there are still major distinctions between his behavior and Pecola’s behavior. For instance, Junior is always seen tormenting something or waiting to torment something, whether it be girls he sees playing or his mother’s beloved cat. He’s basically filled with hatred and is portrayed as an evil character. One example of this is when he encounters Pecola on the playground, lures her to his house, and throws his cat in her face. When she tries to leave, he says, “You can’t get out. You’re my prisoner” (90), and locked her in the room. When he saw that she was petting his cat, he began tormenting it again which ultimately led to him killing the cat. This shows his very sadistic mindframe which isn’t shown in his lighter skin color or his family respectability. This also shows how what’s on the outside of a person doesn’t show at all what’s true of the person on the inside.

One last example of this theme is Pecola Breedlove. She is the ugliest, blackest character in the entire book and she’s the object of hatred of everyone in the community. She, however, has done nothing to deserve this. She’s basically an innocent character that horrible things keep happening to. In her confrontation with Maureen Peal, for example, she stood silent in shame as Maureen threw insults at the girls. After being constantly hated by everyone in the community and basically having no one to support her at home, she goes to Soaphead Church in hope of getting blue eyes for the acceptance of others. She looks to a supposed man of God for help, and he has her kill a dog. He tells her, “Take this food and make sure he eats it. And mark well how he behaves. If nothing happens, you will know that God has refused you. If the animal behaves strangely, your wish will be granted on the day following this one” (175). She innocently follows his instructions, unknowingly killing the dog until it begins having intense spasms, as opposed to the more light skinned man who behaves completely monstrously by using Pecola as a tool with which to kill the dog. In her meeting with Junior, she is blamed for the killing of Junior’s mother’s cat due solely to her appearance as opposed to Junior, who is in fact the culprit. Pecola’s shunned by her mother and ends up being raped and impregnated by her father, after which her child that no one else wanted to live dies. She goes mad from everything happening around her. Despite her being the least evil character in the book, she’s considered the worst person in the community simply due to her appearance.

Pecola is the epitome of ugliness and blackness in opposition to the rest of the community, but it is the community that acts truly ugly by making her an outcast, even though she’s quite easily the most innocent character in the book. She ends up going insane, which ultimately shows the entirety of society, which is considered ‘better’ than her, and its expectations of everyone in it corrupting who she is and her innocence. These points all help to show the theme of how the appearance of a person doesn’t necessarily show the true nature of that person.
